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WHEREAS the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of Arizona in Pinal County
exercises administrative supervision over the Superior Court, Clerk of the Superior
Court and Justice of the Peace courts;

WHEREAS the expeditious resolution of pending criminal matters can benefit the
litigants, victims, Courts and taxpayers, and is mandated or favorably sanctioned both in
rules and guidelines adopted by the Supreme Court of Arizona and the American Bar
Association;

WHEREAS practitioners have informally requested that the Presiding Judge offer
an alternative court calendar, consistent with the United States Constitution, Arizona
Constitution, statutes, and Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure, where the litigants may
expedite the resolution of a criminal case, including conducting multiple hearings in one
proceeding, upon stipulation;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED establishing the Early Disposition Court (hereinafter
“EDC") within the Superior Court of Arizona, Pinal County, which shall be a scheduled
calendar and regular judicial assignment in the Pinal County Superior Courthouse every
Wednesday, or as otherwise ordered by the Presiding Judge, and at times established
by the EDC Judge, and operate as follows:

1. A criminal case may be identified for EDC upon the prosecutor filing a complaint
in the appropriate Justice Court, identifying the case as EDC. As a matter of
convenience, such complaints may alternatively be presented to any Pinal
County Justice of the Peace Pro Tempore at the Pinal County Superior
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Courthouse in Florence." A summons shall issue by the Justice Court or Clerk of
the Superior Court, depending on where the complaint was sworn, setting such
cases for EDC Initial Appearance (hereinafter “EDC/IA”) on a regular EDC
calendar in the Pinal County Superior Courthouse in Florence, which shall serve
for the EDC as a regional justice court facility for the convenience of all parties
and Courts.? However, a Defendant’s right to appear for an Initial Appearance in
the assigned justice court facility is not abridged by this Administrative Order.

2. As for any complaint sworn in the Superior Courthouse, the Clerk of the Superior
Court shall file the original complaint in a Superior Court (CR) file, including any
justice court complaint, as custodian for the justice court, and shall forward to
such Justice Court copies of any justice court complaint and summons.

3. At the EDCI/IA hearing, the Court shall operate as a court of record, with minutes
kept by the Clerk of the Superior Court, which shall be electronically distributed
by email to the appropriate Justice Court, if the original charging instrument is a
justice court complaint.

4. The defendant shall be properly advised of the charge(s) and rights, as required
by Constitutional provisions, statutes and Court rules. If not previously ordered,
the EDC Judge shall set release conditions, appoint counsel, if appropriate, and
set or affirm a preliminary hearing in the appropriate Court, except upon an
alternative agreement of the parties.

5. Upon oral or written motion, setting forth good cause to keep the case in EDC,
the EDC/IA hearing may be continued.

6. In addition to the ordinary authority of the EDC Judge to conduct an Initial
Appearance and accept a waiver of probable cause, if the parties reach any
agreement, the EDC Judge shall have full authority to adjudicate the matter,
including but not limited to hearing a change of plea or admission, orderlng a
presentence/predisposition investigation, and imposing sentence.®> The authority
of the EDC Judge with respect to any matter assigned to EDC shall termmate
when the case is reassigned or set for hearing before another judge.*

' The Prosecutor is authorized to file a direct felony complaint in Superior Court for cases arising in any
Justice Court Precinct where the Justice of Peace does not permit a pro tempore to accept a complaint
on behalf of that Justice Court.

? Except as otherwise restricted in this Administrative Order, this Administrative Order shall not preclude
the County Attorney from alternatively identifying cases for EDC at Initial Appearance or when a warrant
is issued.

’ The EDC Judge may adjudicate any petition to revoke probation involving an EDC defendant unless the
Presiding Criminal Judge has filed a written order, directed to the Adult Probation Office, memorializing
that any subsequent petition in a particular case shall be assigned to the original sentencing judge, if that
judge is still assigned to the Criminal Bench. See Administrative Order 2010-0060.

* Cases that are transferred by the EDC Judge within the Superior Court shall be assigned to a trial
division, pursuant to the standing Administrative Order concerning the assignment of adult criminal cases.
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7. When appointment of counsel is appropriate, the EDC Judge shall appoint the
Public Defender, to the extent authorized by law and when able in fact to do so.
The Presiding Judge shall designate from time-to-time alternate private counsel
to attend EDC for limited conflict appointment in EDC Court. Alternate private
counsel shall not be appointed by the EDC Judge to continue the engagement
outside of EDC.”

8. No case may return to EDC after the EDC Judge has reassigned or set the
matter before another judge, whether in Superior Court or Justice Court.

9. Upon a stipulation of counsel, together with a proposed form of order®, cases that
were not previously assigned to EDC may later be reassigned to EDC within
twenty days after arraignment.

10. EDC shall fully honor Victims' Rights, and the prosecutor shall give timely notice
to victims, if required, detailing the nature of the scheduled EDC/IA procedure,
including the possibility of a change of plea and imposition of sentence.

11. This Administrative Order shall not be construed to impair, restrict or limit any
constitutional or statutory right, or conflict with any applicable court rule, except
by a valid and binding waiver or agreement of the parties.

FURTHER, that the judicial officer assigned to EDC shall be designated from
time-to-time by the Presiding Judge. The initial EDC Judge shall be the Hon. Henry

Gooday, Judge of the Superior Court Pro Tempore and Justice of the Peace Pro
Tempore.

FURTHER, that this shall be a pilot program of the Pinal County Superior Court,
which may be reduced to proposed local rules, after the details of this program are
approved in a final form.

DATED this 12th day of April, 201

\

HONQRABLE ROBERT CARTER OLSON
Pregiding Judge

S Alternate private counsel in EDC shall be selected from the adult criminal appointment list and shall be
compensated at the then-current hourly contract rate for time spent in EDC only, with a four hour
minimum per calendar day.

° The proposed form of order shall vacate any current calendar dates and assign the matter to the EDC
Judge, pursuant to this Administrative Order.
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